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Meet our New Program Director:
Sherra Bennett
"To learn to read is to light a fire; every syllable that
is spelled out is a spark."
 Victor Hugo
Greetings! I'm honored to serve as the new AR Kids
Read Program Director. I'm eager and motivated to
serve the AR Kids Read community as we spread the
mission of literacy access and equity.

Virtual Tutor Pilot Program

To become a tutor for AR Kids Read CLICK HERE

To register a student for tutoring, CLICK HERE

Mark your calendars for Tuesday, December 1st, Giving Tuesday. Click on the icon above
or here to give to AR Kids Read. Thank you in advance for your support!

High School Ambassador
Program: Coming Soon!
Do you know a high school student who's
excited about reading and wants to get
involved in their community? You're in
luck! AR Kids Read is starting a new
volunteer opportunity for high school
students to host a mini book club with
elementary school students. Our pilot
program will launch this December, with
expansion planned for Early Winter 2021.
For more information, or to register,
CLICK HERE!

Meet our Interns!

Michaela Storey

Olivia Varnell

Program Intern

Program Intern

"I was a children's librarian page in
high school and loved to see the
excitement from our young patrons
when they found a new book to read.
I look forward to working with AR
Kids Read to help foster the love of
lifelong literacy with our
community."

"The tools I was given at a young age
made me passionate about reading.
Promoting literacy in Arkansas is at
the forefront of my goals as a future
educator, so I'm excited to be part of
this team!"

Michaela Storey is a graduate of John

Olivia is a senior Applied
Communications major and Technical
Writing minor at UA Little Rock.
After graduating she plans to pursue

Brown University with a Masters in
the Art of Teaching. She is pursuing a
career in secondary education in
which she can inspire students to
build self-efficacy and learn through
acts of altruism. She is passionate
about students achieving lifelong
independence through literacy.
Welcome, Michaela!

Katharine Larson

a Master’s in Teaching. During her
free time, she enjoys traveling,
reading, and spending time with her
husband, Adam, and cat, Miss Kitty.
Welcome Olivia!

Gigi Powell

Digital Marketing Intern

Returning Program Intern

"As a life-long Arkansan, I am elated
and honored to join the AR Kids
Read team! It is a true privilege to
serve and celebrate our Natural
State's young readers on their
educational journey."

"I am working on an honors thesis
project centered around public
libraries and their relationships
within their communities, so I look
forward to having some hands-on
experience promoting literacy within
the Arkansas community with AR
Kids Read."

Katharine received her
undergraduate degree in Psychology
from Hendrix College and is currently
completing her master's degree at the
University of Arkansas at Little Rock.
She looks forward to becoming a
teacher and serving her community
through the multifaceted educational
lens. Welcome to the AKR Family
Katharine!

Gigi is a junior at the University of
Arkansas. She is majoring in history,
math, and psychology, and is hoping
to pursue a career in public libraries
after she graduates. She was an intern
for Summer 2020 and has returned
for the current semester. Welcome
back, Gigi!

